


Â These animals when live in close 
association, develop a variety of 
pattern of associations.

Â These are mainly of five types -

1. Parasitism

2. Commensalism

3. Mutualism

4. Symbiosis

5. Phoresis 



1. PARASITISM

Â It is an intimate association 
between two specifically 
distinct organism in which 
one parterner usually smaller 
(Parasite) lives on or with in 
the other usually larger 
organism (Host) in order to 
obtained nourishment and at 
the same time it cause harm 
to the host.

Â One which is benefited is 
called parasite and other 
which is loser is called host.
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2.Commennsalism
Â The literal meaning of 

commensalisms is eating at 
same table.

Â It is loose association.
Â Organism of different species 

live together One animal may 
receive some benefit called 
commensal but the other 
neither get benefited nor harm 
from the other. 

Â it is not obligatory for their 
existence 

Â Eg.- Pilot fish and Shark.
-Remora and Shark

Many intestinal protozoa such as 
Entamoeba coli and 
Trichomonas sp. 
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3. Mutualism
Â It is an intimate 

association or relationship 
of two animals or 
individuals in which both 
the partners are 
benefited . However, this 
relationship is not 
permanent and obligatory. 
Either of the partners can 
break it without any loss 

to either of them

Â Eg.-Hermit crab and sea 
anemone.

-Scorpion and Hydroids.

- ruminal flora


