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Rabbit

 Order – Lagomorph

 Family – Lepordae

 Genus – Orycyolagus

 Species – cuniculus

 CSWRI (NTRS) Garsa (Kullu) H.P



 Cinderella of livestock

 Buck : Male of rabbit (maturity age is 6 months)

 Doe : Female of rabbit

 Bunny: young one of rabbit  



 Kindling : act of parturition

 Fryer 10-12 week old rabbit ready for market

 Matting : if shearing of wool is not in time, staples get

entangled with each other, which called as matting.



Breeds of Rabbit 
There are about 35 breeds with 70 strains.

The breeds of rabbit can be classified as :

1. Fancy breeds

2. Fur breeds

3. Meat breeds



Fancy breeds 
1. Angora

(a) German (700-1000g)

(b)British (400-600g)

(c) Russian (300-400g)

(d) crossbred (5-600g)

2. Dutch 

3. English 

4. Harlequin

5. Lop

6. Netherland dwarf

7. Polish

8. Silver

9. Tam 



Fur breeds

 Argenti

 Baberum

 Blue Emperial

 Chifex

 Chinchilla

 Nubian

 Siberian 

 New Zealand red

 Hawam



Meat breeds

 New Zealand White

 Soviet Chinchilla

 Grey giant and white giant



Specific Modification of Rabbit 

Rabbit Ears

 Are highly vascular and used as means of heat

regulation

 Are also extremely sensitive to sound and touch

 Comprise 12% of their total body surface.



Rabbit Eyes

 Are located on either side of their head

 Create a blind spot right in front of their nose

 See better in dim light or during dawn and dusk

 8x more sensitive to light than humans

 Field of vision is 190°





Rabbit Nose have an excellent sense of smell.

 Rabbits breathe through their nose only.

 If a rabbit is trying to breathe through it’s mouth, call

your veterinarian immediately.



Rabbit Lips the lip is divided into 2 halves under the

nose, this is called a “hare-lip”.

 Rabbit's one and only sweat gland is located on

their lips.



Rabbit Teeth

 “Open-rooted“

 They grow at a rate of 10-12 cm

(approx. 4 inches)

 Total of 28 teeth

4 incisors (2 top, 2 bottom); 2 “Peg

teeth" (or auxiliary incisors located

behind the top incisors.

22 cheek teeth which consists of 10

premolars (6 up, 4 down) and 12

molars (6 up and down)

2/1,0/0,3/2, 3/3.



Used of rabbit
 Reproductive studies as there is no seasonal

anestrous, semen is easily collected, short gestation

period, ovulation.

 Study of teratogens, Embryo toxic agents.

 Experimental physiology.

 Development of oral contraceptives.

 Cardiac surgery, infectious disease, virology,

serological studies.



Scope of Rabbit Farming
 Rabbit converts variety of locally available food/feed

like greens grasses and weeds, leaves, kitchen

scrap vegetable with negligible cost.

 Higher degree of diversity in gene pool, adaptation is

faster.

 Better forage protein utilization

 Higher growth rate and feed conversion efficiency

other livestock except poultry.



 Early sexual maturity.

 Small size enables easy handling.

 Minimum housing requirement.

 White meat (low fat and cholesterol)

 Small carcass.



 Research purpose.

 Backyard rabbi try (1:3).

 Bu product like skin, wool can be efficiently used to

manufacture mats, rugs, clothes, toys, novelties and

manure as fertilizer for vegetables.



 Adaptation

 Investment in rearing

 Constant reproduction

 Low nutrient requirement    



Hare and Rabbit
Parameter Hare Rabbit

Scientific name Lepus nigricollis Orycyolagus cuniculus

Preferred habitat On the ground, Nests in 
small open depressions

Live in burrows dug into 
the soil

Protection from 
predators

Runners they run fast 
and prefer to bolt.

Hide from predators 

Size Larger Smaller 

At birth Fully developed with 
fur, open eyes

No fur, closed eyes

Gestation  
periods 

36-38 days 30-32 days 

Ears Long Medium 



Productive feature of Rabbit
Characteristics Backyard Rabbi 

try

Commercial 

Rabbi try

Number of litters/doe/year 3 - 4 5 - 8

Litter size 4 -7 6-11

Young ones reared/litter 3 - 5 6-8

Number of young reared/doe/year 9 - 20 25-55

Weaning weight of individual in litter 800 - 900g 1200-1500g

Weaning weight of total litter 3-5 kg 8-15kg

Weaning age 7-8 weeks 5 weeks

Market age (Weeks)(2kg weight) 12-14 08-10



Shearing 

 Cutting wool from rabbit at an interval of 85 to 90 

days. 

 When it grows to the length of 4 to 6 cm.



Coprophagy and Cecotropes

 Eating of own faecal matter by rabbit.

 It used undigested feed in dropping by recycling.

Cecotropes have twice the protein, and half of

the fiber of the typical hard fecal pellet.

 They also contain high levels of vitamin K and

the B vitamins.



 Cecotropes, also called 'night feces' or 'soft feces,' are 

the material resulting from the fermentation of food in a 

part of the digestive system called the 'cecum.' 

Cecotropes are nutrient-rich and are passed out of the 

body, like feces, but are reingested by the animal so the 

nutrients can be absorbed. 




